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a rock near Brampton legionaries have recorded that they were
quarrying stone there in 2O71. Together, these inscriptions indicate
that Severus was responsible for the restoration of the Wall and
its stations which excavation has shown to have followed upon a
wholesale destruction. Dio complains of Severus that he associated
with his own name buildings which he had merely repaired2, and
the vanity of the Emperor and his dynasty in this regard, or the
desire to flatter it, may well have left some trace in the historical
tradition. At all events, Aurelius Victor and Eutropius found it
stated in the source which they employed that Severus was the
actual builder of a wall in Britain, and from Victor it passed into
the biography of the Emperor in the Historia Augusta^ to recur in
later allusions to Britain in ancient writers and to misdirect in
modern times, from Camden onwards, the interpretation of the
Roman remains between Tyne and Solway. It is known now that
the building done there in his reign was a work of restoration. In
this Senecio included the outpost of Risingham in Redesdale3.
Bewcastle also, some six miles north of Birdoswald, and High
Rochester, on the southern margin of the Cheviots, were recon-
structed about this time. In southern Scotland an outpost to the
western end of the Wall was provided by a restoration of the fort
at Birrens4, in Dumfriesshire, though this may not have taken
place until after Senecio's departure.
The restoration of the defensive system was not confined to the
northern area. The w;alls of Chester were now rebuilt, and Wales
was partially re-occupied after having been virtually evacuated for
more than half a century. There was much reconstruction at
Caerleon. On the north-west coast the fort at Carnarvon was
restored, and repairs were done to the road from Carnarvon to
Chester. At Caersws, in Montgomeryshire, and perhaps at
Brecon, both key positions on the lines of communication from
the coast to the interior, there is some evidence of habitation in
the Severan period, too meagre to indicate a re-garrisoning of the
forts, but enough to suggest that they may have served as stations
for road patrols. There is no reason to believe that the Welsh
tribes had been giving trouble, and the distribution and character
of the evidence points rather to a measure of vigilance which
anticipated possible raids from the Irish, who may indeed have
taken a hand in the recent disorder.
But it was in the north, beyond the Maeatae, that Severus be-
1 C.I.L. vii, 912,                                  2 Dio LXXVII, 16, 3.
3  Dessau 2618.
4  Proc. Soc. -dntiq. of Scotland\ LXXII, 1937-8.